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A new CIA report on:the Sov:et

-/ _.;economy indicates that defense costs
. have risen at a slower rate than pre---.
“viously thought, although the Soviet’s -
‘commitment to-the military stﬂl far ‘

outstrips US. outlays. °

“New information indicates that the

Soviets did not field weapons as rap-

- idly after 1976 as before,” smdt.here-
.port released Friday by the congres-
Committee. - °

sional Joint Economic

Sen. William Proxmire (l)-Wls.),y~ "

subcommittee vice chairman, said the

slowdown of ‘Soviet defense growth: .
rates “has profound significance that -
- has not yet penetrated policy circles” =

“In one sense, the CIA's new esti-
mates demonstrate that the Soviet -
defenseprogram:sverylargeandsﬁll .
‘growing, although at a slower rate .

than before,” Proxmire said. .

“But Moscow has not been expand-'v '
- ing its effort at the rapid rate that was -
“once believed. It slowed its defense -
expansion beginning about seven years

ago, a fact the Soviets neglected to

’ commumcateandﬂmttheWestfailed

" to detect.”

" ~presented to Proxmire’s subcommittee -
‘by Robert Gates, deputy director for .

. |, intelligence, during closed hearmgs in
- “,September Lo o

“ln one sense, tlle N
. :ClA’s new estnmates
-demonstrate that the o

" The study was prepared by CIA% Soviet defense
Office of Soviet Analysis and was. .

_and still growing,
; Sem. Wllllam

o ;;Proxmire, aboireyn/id

spendmg in constant 1970 ruble pnces :
' -continues to increase. = - -

,poratedmourpresentaumatemdx
. cates that in at least one major area, -

,Sovnet expenditures have leveled off
-gince 1976 .~ -

-like overall economic growth the rise -
. .in the total cost of defense since 1976 : |
-has been slower—about 2 percent a’
. year,” a lower rate than before largely

. ment “was almost flat in 1976-81.”

‘said, adding that the trend was only
. partially offset by ‘the tendency of -

mSovnetlmh spending “are not a '
~ sufficient basm to form judgments
*about Soviet" military - capabilities,

“The : report said Sovxet defense

- “However, the new evndence incor- -

the procurement of military hardware, -

“OurneWesumete . shows that

because the growth rate for procure-

~Practically all major eategonm of 4
Soviet weapons were affected— -
missiles, aircraft and ships, the CIA

newer, more sophlshcated weapons to
cost more.
The CIA report stressed that trends

which are a complex function of weap-

- ~ons stocks, doctrine, training, gener-
: : >alsh1pandotherfactors. . -
program is very large >

“Moreover, the spending estimates

- +-:do not give an -appreciation of the = |
- large stocks of strategic and conven-
"~ . tional weapon ‘systems already de-
.ployed,”ltsmd S
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